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Rally Day will be
Sunday, September 12, 2010 :

8:15 Worship in the Chapel

9:30 Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall
Rally Day Activities for all ages!

Open House to see the new rooms,
meet teachers and select adult classes

11:00 Worship in the Sanctuary

The joy of coloring

In his book Dangerous Wonder, the late youth-ministry
pioneer Mike Yaconelli debunks the idea that Christianity
is “all about coloring within the lines and coloring well.”
He writes: “God’s grace is so outside the lines of our un-
derstanding that we can only stand in awe and wonder.
Christianity is not about learning how to live within the
lines; Christianity is about the joy of coloring. The grace
of God is preposterous enough to accept as beautiful a
coloring that anyone else would reject as ugly.

“The grace of God sees beyond the scribbling to the
heart of the scribbler — a scribbler who is similar to one
of the two thieves who hung on crosses on either side of
Jesus. He asked Jesus to please accept his scribbled
and sloppy life into the kingdom of God ... and he did.
Preposterous. And very good news for the rest of us
scribblers.”
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Anger
Management

In Wishful Thinking,

Frederick Buechner writes,
“Of the Seven Deadly Sins,
anger is possibly the most
fun. To lick your wounds, to
smack your lips over griev-
ances long past, to roll over
your tongue the prospect of
bitter confrontations still to
come, to savor the last tooth-
some morsel of the pain you
are given and the pain you
are giving back — in many
ways, it is a feast fit for a king.
The chief drawback is what
you are wolfing down is your-
self. The skeleton at the feast
is you.”

Hunger Mission

On your next shopping trip,

buy an extra jar or two of

peanut butter for Southwestern
Virginia Second Harvest Food

Bank’s food drive:

Peanut Butter from Heaven

Why peanut butter? Consider
these facts from our friends at

Second Harvest:

- Peanut butter is a great
source of protein and
is a good substitute for
expensive meats.

- Peanut butter helps
satisfy hunger when
low on groceries.

- Peanut butter is a great
way to stretch your
grocery budget.

- Most everyone, children
through the elderly love
peanut butter.

« Peanut butter is one of
the most requested food
items at the Food Bank!

Place your donations in the cute
colorful box with the dancing pea-
nuts on it (a work of art by the
Sackett girls!) in the Gathering
Area. The Mission Committee of
the Board of Deacons thanks you
for helping hungry people in the
Roanoke Valley.

RCPC Hunger Mission
invites you to:

Save
September 24-26
for

Gleaning:

an exciting inter-
generational way to
address local hunger

Where: Camp Easter Seal,
Fincastle VA

Who: Harvest of hope -
Society of St. Andrew

Cost: $75 per person -
includes lodging,
meals, and supplies

Harvest of Hope is the ecumenical
study, worship, and action mission
trip of the Society of St. Andrew,
located in Big Island VA. At
Harvest of Hope events, partici-
pants work in the fields, gleaning
food for the hungry, study hunger
issues, participate in Christian
worship, and have fun. Weekend
intergenerational retreats are for
ages 10 to 100. All food gathered
is distributed locally.

Interested?

Want more information?
Contact: Susan Currie
currie.susan@gmail.com
725-5830
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News from our missionaries in Haiti

Edited excerpts from a letter to Frank Plecity from Rodney Babe

Regarding Sharyn Babe,
Rodney’s wife, who was
severely injured in the Haiti
earthquake:

“Sharyn continues to heal well
and, physically, she is in better
shape now, walking a mile a day
and driving a car. She continues
to take a “pile of pills”; but they
slow her thinking and impair her
memory a bit. She has occasional
tremors and debilitating head-
aches, resulting from the roof and
wall falling on her head, but they
are becoming less troublesome.
Unfortunately, a couple days ago
the church shifted her from active
to short term disability status. This
was expected, but is nevertheless
a scary thought that, for the first
time in her adult life, she is no
longer receiving fulltime compen-
sation. While she still gets a small
stipend, her medical coverage
continues, and seeing that she still
has doctor/therapist meetings four
or five times a week, that is good.”

Regarding Rodney:

“I was in the US with Sharyn in
Fort Lauderdale for a week and
just returned to Haiti Monday. It is
rather somber here, with nothing
to do but work, and it takes little
time to become very tired. Also, it
iS SO easy to get caught up in the
“back and forth” of emails and re-
viewing reports, that | forget what
I’'m here for and how best to do

it. However, | finally have enough
people working that | can begin to
get to the field more often, so
hopefully that will help.”

Regarding Yves, a student
working with the Babes

“Yves continues working with

a reforestation group and | hope
he learns to save a bit of money.
More likely, he is spending it help-
ing neighbors and friends who lost
more than he did in the earth-
quake! His school totally col-
lapsed. | had a friend talk to the
school about cleaning the site;
they did, but moving the debris
cost about $50,000. The site is
now clean and the church is trying
to figure what they want and how
to fund it. So, for right now, the
school still has not re-opened.”

“I'm not sure when | will see Yves
again, as he seldom comes by.
We used to have him over every
three or four weeks, but with
Sharyn gone, and my having no
apartment, there really is no place
to meet. | still sleep on the floor of
my office and transportation con-
tinues to be a snarl everywhere
due to the debris clean up.”

Parting thoughts:

“l do miss meeting people. Due to
our remoteness and the fact we do
not see folks when | do return to
the States (because of Sharyn’s
almost daily doctoring). Also, | am
no longer connected to the visitors
coming down from the churches,
so | seldom meet anyone except
work related. | never realized |
was such a ‘social animal’ until
the opportunity was gone.”

“Thank you for writing. My best to
you both, and please pass on our
thanks to the church.”

Sudanese Support
Group News

It is with sadness that we report
that Achol Makoi, the daughter of
Parisculla Yowal, has died in Su-
dan. Please remember Parisculla
in your prayers.

School supplies, collected over a
period of time, were distributed
recently to Sudanese children and
to adults who are taking college
classes. Thanks to Fred Hoffman
and Susan Knighton for their help.

Needs: Fatima is expecting a
baby girl soon. If you have any
baby items that you could
donate, please contact Sandra
Whitt (sandrarcpc@yahoo.com
or 330-3451).

A number of Sudanese have
become U.S. citizens. Would
you be interested in helping
other Sudanese study for the
naturalization exam to become
U.S. citizens? There are study
guestions to guide you.

Amol is traveling back to Sudan
September 10 and would like to
take some learning materials
and clothes to his children, boys
ages 2 and 4. He would also
like to take his wife some
shoes, size 10. Donations
would be appreciated.

As always, please remember to
use your Kroger Cares cards. A
new school year is starting and
we want to be able to help with
textbooks as much as possible.

Thank you for your support
and your prayers
for this mission.
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Testing of the individual pipes,
associated magnet actuators and
air valve mechanisms has begun.
This will take some time, as there
are approximately 3,000 pipes in
total. Work is underway to repair
a leak in the junction box for the
main wind line. And be assured,
there is no oil gushing out of

this leak!

Details of the finish-cabinetry have
been worked out, including both the
attachment method for easy removal
during organ maintenance and the
integration of the HVAC registers
for keeping the choir members
comfortable in the chancel. We
were able to find a local source able
to make the identical base-trim
molding used in the chancel wall
panels. The cabinet-maker still
hopes to be able to complete his
work before our return to the main
sanctuary for Rally Day. We will be
using the piano for worship services
until the organ is tested, tuned,
voiced and fully qualified.

In light of the recent lightning strike,
which took out the on-loan Allen
electronic organ (along with several
other pieces of equipment), we have
sought to determine the robustness
of our new organ components. Our
electronic equipment is provided by
Peterson Electro-Musical Products,
Inc. and Walker Technical, both ma-
jor suppliers to the pipe organ world.
We have been assured that, while
no electronic equipment can be
100% lightning-proof, our various
equipment components are well pro-
tected and very few incidents result-
ing in damage have been reported.

Stay Tuned

Raleigh Court Writers Guild

The Guild is made up of people who simply like to write. Our
mission is to find ways we can use the gifts God has given us in His
service here at RCPC, and we welcome any and all who share this
interest. We meet on the third Tuesday of each month at 5:30 pm
in "Tupper's old office" just off the chapel. Our next meeting will be
September 21, 2010.

After the success of our Advent monologues, performed by the
Raleigh Court Players in December, we have been working on a
series about other characters and stories in the Bible.

Two of these have been performed during worship services this
summer, when the scriptures on which they were based were
being used.

Mark Derbyshire brought to life Mary Jo Shannon’s portrait of the
man seeking to be cured at the pool of Bethesda on July 18, when
Josh preached on John 5.

On August 15, Ann Travers portrayed the Syrophenician woman,
in a monologue also written by Mary Jo, preceding Tupper’'s
sermon based on Mark 7:25-30..

Vickie Haynie and the Raleigh Court Players will be presenting more
of these “Bible portraits” in the future.

We do not confine ourselves to writing about Biblical subjects and if
you have a writing project you would like to share with the group,
please join us!

RCPC Orchestra

On Sunday, August 29, you
can hear the debut of the
RCPC Orchestra - violins,
violas, cello, trumpets, French
horn, trombone, saxophone
and flute. This summer they
rehearsed under the direction
of Joe Kennedy and will play
during worship.

Thank you so much for all
your prayers, visits, gifts of
flowers and candy, phone calls
and cards during my recent
but lengthy recovery following
foot surgery.

The prayer shawl added so
much comfort! How blessed
| am to be part of a kind and
caring fellowship of believers.
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Did we mis¥ OURbirthday?

If so, call the Church Office or
email barbara@rcpres.org

Ginny Smith

Pat Wade

Helen Lovelace
Mary Ellen McClung
Nicole Brash

Lacey Varner

Stuart Taylor

Jim Kern

Betty McFadden
Betty Walker
Reagan Robey
Chance Welfare
Jack Moore
Shannon Poffenberger
Kathleen Clark

Al Knighton, Jr.
Lillian Alexander
Marissa Jager
Jeanne Pritchard
Kathleen Knott
Mary Virginia Lester
Melanie Morris-Saunders
Michael Barker

Lib Carico
Geraldine Brown
Betsy Moomaw
Seely Stephenson
Sally Bruce

Frank Plecity

Jack Bruce

Stella Hood
Charlotte Jones
John Edwards
Susanna Basham Ware
Jeb Foster

Eddie Hornick
Melissa Blanton
Tyler Gray

Billy Hendrickson
Kelsey Whitenack
Jenny Carmack
Catherine Jessee
David Morris

Thank you!

Thank You to the women who came for
‘Ladies Night'... to work, that is!

We may have been small in numbers but we accomplished much.
Those who thought painting might be a bit much for them arranged
furniture in the adult rooms upstairs, and moved supplies from
upstairs to the lower rooms for the Elementary Funshops classes.
In one of the new Funshop rooms, we had a few painters working
on a mural and other accent painting. We send a big thank you
out to Leigh Sackett for her art work and painting skills. She

was joined by daughter Maddie and Diane Butler, painting the
mural and other accents.

Marty Hodges, Susan Kessler, Cindy Phelps, and Susan
Marney arranged furniture and moved supplies to the new
cabinets. Cindy and Marty did a great job of tucking all of the
supplies into our new storage cabinets.

We enjoyed our fellowship, getting to know one another better
while we worked. We hope to meet another night soon.

YOU might want to join us next time!

Growing and Learning Together

WOW- the summer has really flown by! Preschool children and children
from all over the community have been enjoying our three summer
camps! We had a record number of students! You may have seen little
astronauts, Cats in the Hat, or small princesses roaming the halls.

We are getting ready for Back to School. We have a limited
number of spaces available in some classes. If you are in-
terested, or know someone else who may be interested in
enrolling a child, please call Meg.

We 7 are also actively looking for substitute teachers and assis-
tants for the upcoming 2010-2011 school year. If you are inter-
ested in helping out, we’d love to have you! Please contact Meg
for more details.

RCPC Preschool is again selling Kroger cards to help build up our
scholarship fund. This is a great program that gives financial assistance
to families who might not otherwise be able to send their children to our
program. Last year, the preschool made $1,184! This was enough to
sponsor a child to attend our school for an entire school year! The
Kroger card program is easy and doesn’t cost anything! If you are
interested in helping the preschool and would like a Kroger card,
please let Meg know.



