
 

Here is your 2009 annual report - it is designed to give an overview of our church 
and provide information about programs and activities we hope will be of interest to 
you. You may note there have been some changes, but not a great many, as we 
feel the format is straightforward and concise in its presentation. The annual report 
covers the prior twelve months with the exception of some financial and statistical 
data, which are provided for the year ending 2008. Also included is the budget for 
2009. 
 
Please set aside time to read the report; we think you will enjoy learning more  
about what is being done at RCPC and certainly the people who are leading us in 
our mission to serve Christ. As you begin reading, you will recognize many, if not 
all, of the people who have contributed. These people operated with a short turn-
around time and did so with great cooperation. The lionôs share of the work has 
been done by three members of the church. Helen Favor, Glenna Fisher and  
Dennis Fisher have given their time and talents in an effort that requires great  
patience and coordination. When you see them at church, take a moment to  
thank them for the work they have done.  
 
We hope you will enjoy this yearôs edition. As in years past, it gives a feeling of  
a church which is alive and active within our own community and reaching out  
to others in various parts of the world. As Tupper says on many Sundays,  ñWe  
are glad you are here, come again next week and bring a friend to church.ò 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                            Gary Scott  
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A word from the pastor  

Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy. This is the fourth of the Ten Commandments. 
In reality most of us donôt think much about ñSabbath Keepingò anymore. Yet, the idea 
of a day of rest sounds awfully good to us modern folks, who find our lives and those of 
our children characterized by stress and over scheduling! To that end, we have adopted  
a congregational emphasis for the 2009-2010 year at RCPC in which we will explore  
together the whole notion of Sabbath.  
 
It occurs to me that the Church itself has done much to undermine a true Sabbath  
observance. Many people feel that coming to church on Sunday is only adding one 
more activity to already crowded lives. Then, there is choir, and Sunday School, and 
Youth Group, and assorted meetings, responsibilities and obligations. Is it any wonder 
that Sunday is hardly seen as a day of rest? Has Sunday become more of a reflection 
of the worldôs values than the values of the God who first instituted the Sabbath? 
 
As you look at the contents of our congregationôs Annual Report, you will find a host  
of activities listed. RCPC is a very busy place! These pages represent only a portion  
of all that happens among the people here. I hope these reports convey far more  
than frenetic activity for activityôs sake. I hope that they convey instead, the flavor  
of a people whose goals are to seek Christ; to serve Christ; to show Christ; and 
to know God through Christ.  
 
I hope as you read the contents you will be drawn to treasure the Sabbath, and  
to seek more fully the God of the Sabbath in all your life. I hope that something in  
this report will move you to faithful response. Activity, responsibility, and obligation  
carry no virtue in themselves. In fact, they can be life-draining instead of life-giving.  
So let us commit to a day of calm, reflection and renewal ð  to help us remember  
the purpose and meaning of all these activities. Celebrate the things God is doing 
among us! And be open to what God may be calling you to be and do as part of 
his people here at RCPC. 
 
May God bless you.  
 

Tupper  
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The Columbarium, set between the sanctuary 
and the fellowship hall, is a place of honor,  
respect and rest. It was dedicated to Pastor  
Tupper Garden in 2004.  

The original church building, consisting of the 

Roberson Chapel , classrooms, music complex 
and administration offices, teems with daily activ-
ity. The chapel is an intimate, comfortable space  
where our early (8:15 am) Sunday worship is held.     

The Gathering Area  connects the three primary 
buildings. It is the central information and  
fellowship hub. 

The James Allison Fellowship Hall , with a  
full-service kitchen, was added in 1997 to support 
church family fellowship activities - meals, perform-
ances, youth activities and recreation - helping 
members of all ages to share, grow, and be a  
part of our church family. 

Our church is . . . first of all a house  

of worship. Known as the Church of the Open 
Door, we welcome all who enter ð members 
and guests. It is dedicated to the reformed   
worship tradition, and open to new forms  
of worship, study and service.      
 

But it is the people of RCPC ðits ministersð who 
make it special. In addition to our dedicated staff, 
over 100 volunteers give their gift of time to serve 
God and each other, from Scouts to Presbyterian 
Women to Stephen Ministry to our newly formed 
Mission Groups. RCPCôs doors are open wide, 
providing a caring environment for members and 
guests to come and share their journey with Christ.   
 

One of several churches on Grandin Road, RCPC 
is a physical and spiritual beacon for the commu-
nity. The church facility covers ~150,000 square 
feet within five connected building structures: 

  The Sanctuary ,  
  where we worship  
  at 11:00 am, is sur- 
  rounded by stained   
  glass windows  
  depicting the life of  
  Christ. Those who  

worship here are inspired by the beautiful music, 
scripture, and thought-provoking sermons. 

While our buildings serve as the physical 
boundaries of our church, our mission  

statement captures the essence of RCPC: 
 

To seek Christ  
To serve Christ  
To show Christ  

To know God through Christ.  
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 Governing Bodies  

The Session , consisting of 12 Elders, is the primary administrative body of the church. It is  
responsible for final decisions and provides strategic direction in managing the annual budget ð 
$745,000 for 2009. Its five sub-committees are: Administration & Personnel, Nurture & Education, 
Worship & Music, Stewardship & Finance and Property and Maintenance.  
 

The Board of Deacons , consisting of 12 members, coordinates service-type activities: Local,  
National and International Missions, Fellowship, Outreach, Visitation and Congregational Care. 

Connie Ferguson, Church Administrator /
Bookkeeper , conducts the business of the  
church, pays the bills and makes sure donations 
are properly recorded and applied. Connie  
coordinates much of the church office activity  
and schedules the use of facilities for both  
member and outside group activities.   
 

Barbara Carter, Administrative Assistant ,  
gathers information, provides secretarial  
assistance, publishes the Sunday bulletin  
and maintains church statistics. She works  
closely with Clerk of Session, Paula Mitchell,  
to facilitate communications.   
 

*Lois Morgan, Clerical Assistant, helps  
with book-keeping, mail and other church  
communications.   
 

Ben Bower, Building Supervisor, is responsible 
for general maintenance, utility management, 
safety procedures and making sure the building  
is always clean, properly configured and ready  
for its many activities. He is assisted by Linda  
Marshall, Custodian,  and *Steve Smith,  
Maintenance Assistant  
 
 

Dr. Tupper Garden, Senior Pastor, heads the  
ministerial team. His humble approach to his own  
faith, sense of wonder and respect for all of Godôs 
gifts, is a comfort to members and non-members 
alike. Tupper is able to reach out and communicate  
with all: children, youth, young adults, middle-aged  
and seniors.  
 

Josh Robinson, Associate Pastor , who recently 
joined the ministerial staff, provides ministry, pastoral 
care and spiritual guidance to the congregation. He 
periodically preaches in worship services. He works 
directly with RCPCôs adult and youth ministries and 
coordinates the administrative activity of the church. 
 

Linda Mayes, Director of Music,  selects and  
prepares music to support the weekly message.  
She is the organist and director of four vocal choirs, 
a handbell choir, and various other vocal and  
instrumental groups. 
 

Susan Kessler, Director of Christian Education,  
develops programming for children and youth, and  
organizes volunteers to help in this ministry. The  
education programs include Sunday School, Kids 
Kirk, Vacation Bible School and Youth Group.  
Susan serves as coordinator of the Adult Christian 
Education classes. 
 

Staff  
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Our church has é facilities conducive to Worship, Education and Fellowship, a talented 
staff to coordinate and implement the many programs and missions of the church and  
dedicated governing bodies to guide - each plays their roll. But it is the people of RCPC ï  
its ministers ï who make it possible for us to accomplish our mission: 
 

   To seek Christ, To serve Christ 
 To show Christ, To know God through Christ 
 
     

            Molly Koon  
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 Property & Maintenance   

 

Infrastructure and lighting work for the new organ, masterfully led by the project manager, Dennis 
Fisher, have been visible elements of the on-going projects in the Chancel. Property & Maintenance 
(P&M) subcommittee activities have also been  
happening ñbehind the scenesò. Maintenance  
projects and upgrades to existing equipment  
have occurred during the past year to enhance  
and beautify the facilities at RCPC. 
 

Masonry repairs to re-point brick work and concrete coping along the roof line of the original chapel 
building were completed; this will prevent water infiltration and further deterioration of the masonry ve-
neer.   
 

We  installed a new assisted listening system for the sanctuary, replacing the existing one that was 
ten years old. The new system will be more reliable and user-friendly to enhance the worship experi-
ence.  
 

The committee analyzed the church utility bills and implemented ideas to improve the energy effi-
ciency of the church. We continue to explore new ideas 
to conserve energy and resources.   
 

As Building Supervisor, Ben Bower oversees day-to-day operations and maintenance of the RCPC 
facility.  Ben has been a tremendous resource to the church in keeping up with the heating and air 
conditioning systems, fire alarms, elevator, groundséthe list goes on and on! We are grateful for the 
contribution of Linda Marshall: as custodian she works to keep the buildings bright and clean for all to 
enjoy! Thanks also to member Sandy Carson and others who help keep the grounds at RCPC beauti-
ful! 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   Craig Favor  



 

 

Membership  

 
Membership (as of Dec 31, 2008)             788 
 
    Gains for 2008  
 Confirmation       8 
 Profession/Reaffirmation  14 
 Certificate of Transfer   10 
     Total Gains   32 
 
     Losses for 2008  
 Certificate of Transfer     6 
 Deaths     13 
 Other:  Inactives / Drops    2 
     Total Losses   21 
 

 Net Gain    11 
 
 
Infant/Baptisms       6 
 
Adult/Children Baptisms      4 
 
 
     New Babies ï 2008 
 

Emma Rae Hannah St. Arnauld  17 Jan 
Adam Christopher Webster  25 Jan 
Campbell Parke Hodge  25 Jan 
Luke David Chrzanowski   13 Jun 
Lily Eleanor Ward,   28 Jul 
Anna Susan Favor   29 Sep 
Charles Lamb ñCharlieò  
 Keegan Schleupner  18 Nov 
April Rose Davis   18 Dec 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Barbara Carter  

 

 

 

 

New Members -  2008  

 
Elle Agee 
Bob Atkinson 
India Atkinson 
Austen Earls 
Zachary Elton 
Merilene Fleurima 
Chuck Foley 
Sandy Foley 
Amy Hodges 
Chris Hodges 
Joe Kennedy 
Kathleen Kennedy 
Sarah Kennedy 
David Mannebach  
Nancy Spires-Mannebach 
Gabriel Moja 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cindy Morris 
Forrest Naff 
Russell Paul 
Cindy Phelps 
John Phelps 
David Phillips 
Kristin Phillips 
George Revercomb 
Harrison Richards 
Stephen Sadler 
Melissa Schaefer 
Chris Shaver 
Katherine Shaver 
Jon Stephenson 
Jambo Wani  
Anita Webster  

Members Who Died in 2008  
 
John W. Eure      27 Jan 
Richard Louis Bryant     19 Apr 
Alice Clay Hurd     20 Apr 
Margaret A. Allison       4 May 
Nova H. Stultz      11 Jun 
Nancy Williamson Cole    21 Jun 
Robert M. ñBobò Jones, Sr.    21 Jun 
Eleanor D. Knott       6 Jul 
William Terry Stanley     17 Jul 
Carl M. Russell     18 Aug 
Harman Paul Bigler                21 Oct 
Genevieve E. Snaman      9 Dec 
William H. ñBillò Meyers, Jr.    22 Dec 
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The Sunday Bulletin  is assembled and printed  
by Barbara Carter for use in the worship services.  
It includes announcements and notices to help keep  
members and friends aware of all that is happening 
in our church community. Large print bulletins are 
available from an Usher upon request. Bulletins are 
also printed for special services held at the church. 
 

   ðBarbara Carter  

     
     

The Raleigh Court Herald , newsletter for the 
church, includes articles, notices, information on  
upcoming events, thank you notes, requests for  
help, opportunities for mission and news of interest  
for our congregation and friends. Frequently, there 
are articles about events in the lives of our members, 
as well as brief biographies to introduce new mem-
bers. The Herald regularly features articles from the 
staff: pastor, Christian educator, musician and oth-
ers. Members are invited to submit articles they feel 
would be of general interest.  
 
The Herald is published 21 times during the year:  
twice a month from January through May, and  
August through November, with only one issue  
during June, July and December. Submission  
deadlines are the first and third Wednesdays of  
the month. Glenna Fisher serves as editor and  
Debbie Graves as alternate editor. 
 
  
 
 
 
 

  
 

   Glenna Fisher  

The Raleigh Court Website was officially 
launched in October, 2008, under the direction of 
The Reverend Burton Newman, Susan Kessler, 
DCM, and Kay Koehler.  Burt is now an interim  
pastor at another church. We thank him for his  
vision and leadership in making the website a  
reality. Susan is in charge of the Christian Education 
and Youth pages, and Kay serves as overall web 
manager.  
 
The site includes a calendar, updated regularly, as 
well as a ñbulletin boardò that announces current and 
future activities. There are copies of sermons from 
the previous quarter, an online ñprayer requestò fea-
ture and a ñWhat's on Your Mind?ò discussion group. 
Copies of Session and Diaconate meeting minutes 
are available for members to read or download. 
 
Each Mission Group has its own web page for  
pictures and information about activities. There  
is also a section for pictures and videos of other 
church events. Lenten and Advent features have 
been posted online. Members are encouraged to  
use the website to sign up for fellowship dinners  
and other events, to keep in touch and to publicize 
activities. Many members used the website to sign 
up for the 2009 church directory.  
 
Each Sunday's bulletin is posted, as are the Raleigh 
Court Herald and policies regarding building use.  
There is a special section for visitors - giving direc-
tions and information. Staff contact information is 
available online. There are also links on the web 
page to Presbytery of the Peaks (PC/USA), daily  
devotional and lectionary Bible readings for 
the week. 
 

The website URL is http://www.rcpres.org   
Please visit it soon to see whatôs going on!   
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

        Kay Koehler  

Communications  
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The Worship & Music Committee has oversight of the many aspects of worship. These include: 

¶ The Acolyte Program for sixth graders and older (Jeanne Fishwick, Penny Johnson) 

¶ The Usher Program: volunteer teams and captains serving on a monthly basis (Sam Hodges) 

¶ The Chancel Guild, providing floral beauty each Sunday, monthly communion preparation and  
      arrangements for Memorial services (Harriet Vance, Sue Basham, Camilla Cabaniss) 

¶ Preparation of the yearly Lenten devotional booklet (Mary Jo Shannon, the RCPC Writersô  
      Guild and volunteer writers from the congregation) 

¶ The Music Program - four vocal choirs, a bell choir, many volunteer helpers (Linda Mayes ) 

¶ Special services during Lent/Easter and Advent/Christmas (All the staff) 

¶ Direction of the Elders for congregational monthly communion (Marian Wordsworth) 

¶ Recruiting and training Prelude Speakers and Lectors; recruiting pulpit supply (Debbie Miller) 
 

In 2009 the Worship & Music Committee introduced two new ways to engage the congregation  
as participants during the worship service: 
 

    1. On Palm Sunday, the congregation ñparadedò from the Fellowship Hall to the sanctuary  
 waving palms  and singing. The city of Jerusalem was recreated in the Gathering Area  
 by the talented work of India Atkinson and Laurie Powell-Ward and Jimmy Ward. 
 

    2. On Pentecost Sunday, the congregation was encouraged to wear red to church. The ushers  
 wore red roses on their lapels and the church windows were decorated with red geraniums.  
 Gail Price made hundreds of red ribbon lapel pins for the congregation to wear. Following the  
 service, we held our church picnic and special a special Pentecost cake as dessert. 
 

An exciting year lies ahead for the Worship & Music Committee and RCPC  
as we anticipate the completion of the enhanced organ that will enable us  
to praise God with new sounds! 
          

 
 

 

 
 

               Marian Wordsworth  

Worship  &  Music  

               
The RCPC Sanctuary Choir, accompanied by Deanne Vance, is a main  
stay of our church family. Choir members spend untold hours rehearsing 
on Wednesday nights, with occasional Saturday practices. They provide 
music for regular Sunday worship, Christmas Programs, Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Communion, Good Friday, two identical services on Easter 
Sunday and occasionally provide music for Memorial Services.   
 

The Youth Choir welcomed an unprecedented seven sixth graders  
into their group in September. They sang in worship and programs 
from October through April and ended the year with their traditional  
Ice Cream Cake bash! 

  Music  M inistry  
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The highlight of the year for the Carol, Chorister and 
Youth Choirs was leading the 11:00 Worship on Feb-
ruary 8 as we celebrated RCPCôs tenth anniversary 
of Kids Kirk. The three choirs led all the hymns, sang 
two anthems and provided the prelude, offertory and 
postlude with violins, handbells, chimes and voices.  
They participated in the Christmas Music Service of 
Scripture and Carols on the third Sunday of Advent. 
On Palm Sunday, these same choirs led the Palm 
Procession from the Gathering Area into the Sanctu-
ary, playing chimes, handbells and Orff instruments. 
The procession was followed by an anthem sung by   
 the children. Erin Hut- 
 chinson accompanied  
 the Chorister and Carol  
 Choirs. Lauren and  
 Susan Davis, Amy  
 Hodges and Robynn  
 Onyett were rehearsal  
 assistants.  
 

The Handbell Choir enjoyed repeating one of 2007ôs 
highlights - a one hour thirty minute workshop with 
Joe Kennedy. They worked on various techniques, 
and got a good start on music for Lent and Easter. 
The choir played preludes and accompanied hymns  
for periodic 11:00 worship services, played on Palm 
Sunday and both Easter Services. Their end-of-year 
bash was held at the home of Glenna and Dennis 
Fisher. 
 

The Sanctuary Choir and the RCPC Handbell Choir 
had two social events: the Christmas Party, hosted 
this year by Deanne and Sam Vance, and the  
Annual Picnic at Smith Mountain Lake, hosted  
by Nancy and Byron Yost.   
 

A special treat at the Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service was provided by the Kennedy family: Joe,  
Rebecca - Joeôs wife (a soprano soloist and  

organist at West End United Methodist Church  
in Roanoke) and daughters Sarah and Kathleen. 
They played Christmas music on violin, bells,  
organ and piano as a beautiful prelude to our  
Candlelight Communion. 
 

Instrumentalists in our choir and congregation  
enriched and enhanced our music ministry  
throughout the year with trumpet, flute, percussion, 
guitar and other instruments .   
 

A Choristers Prayer we often use at rehearsals: 

 

    ñGrant that what we sing with our lips                              
        we may believe in our hearts;                                
    and what we believe in our hearts                                
        we may show forth in our lives.ò   
 

We are blessed at RCPC to have a music ministry 
made of people who have responded to Godôs call  
and strive to remain faithful to it! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             Linda Mayes  

Joe Kennedy has been our Youth Choir accompanist 
this year. Joe, a choir director, organist, handbell di-
rector and violinist, often assists with chime and bell 
music. Geoffrey Weaver and Jaye Wellons assisted 
at each Youth Choir rehearsal. 
 

On October 26, 2008, Choir Dedication Sunday,  
all RCPC choirs responded to the call to serve God 
in the óvineyard of songô within this church family. 
They sang and rang an anthem that begins with a 
Tanzanian traditional tune, using the text ñThe Lord 
is Beautifulò and ending with the first verse of ñFairest 
Lord Jesusò. For the rest of the choir year, all the 
choirs exemplified that spirit through inspiring  
service music and anthems. 
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The expansion of our organ . . . 
a 50-year project nearing completion!  

 

1958: RCPC sanctuary completed ï including a rela-
tively small (16 rank) Moller organ, with the expecta-
tion that the organ would be expanded when funds 
became available. Juanita Ruble, RCPC organist 
from 1937 to 1965, had hoped for a more capable  
organ and was excited about the current project. 
Sadly, she died recently at the age of 95 and will  
not see the fulfillment of her dream. 
 

1985:  Richard Cummins, Organist and Director of 
Fine Arts at Greene memorial UMC in Roanoke and 
Moller Organ Company representative, made the first 
of many proposals for expanding the RCPC organ.  
 

2004: Second Presbyterian Church in Roanoke  
donated to RCPC most of their Moller organ pipes 
(about 1800) and associated equipment (valued at 
about $400,000) é a magnificent gift, indeed! 
 

2005: An organ committee was formed to explore the 
feasibility of using the Second Presbyterian gift, 
evaluate possible organ builders and determine 
critical factors in an expansion project  
 

2007: Session approved the project in October  
and contracts were awarded: Hagerstown Organ 
Company (HOC) in Hagerstown MD - organ builder; 
Robbie Victorine in Roanoke ï organ installer; 
Gauldin Construction in Roanoke ï infrastructure  
development.  
 

2008: The Organ Committee became concerned 
about the ñboxyò and rather ñsterileò appearance of 
the as-bid Great Organ division to be located in the 
two front corners of the Chancel, showing only a  
few of the very large pipes. The committee, which 
included two architects, insisted on ñseeing lots of 
pipes of all sizesò to reveal the splendor of the organ 
and properly complement the beautiful Transfigura-
tion stained glass window. In response to this  
concern, the organ builder, Craig Doyle, CEO of 
HOC proposed a new design (similar to the photo-
graph displayed in the Gathering Area), which  met 
the committeeôs criteria. This major design change 
effectively added another year to the project, but 
whatôs one year on a scale of 50?!  
 

2009: The new four manual console, using solid 
state electronics, was delivered in February. Steel 
elevated platforms surrounding the chancel were 
constructed. A new larger blower and larger wind 
lines to ñdriveò the many more pipes were installed. 
New uniform lighting was installed to replace the hot 
spotlights, which would have caused severe tuning 

problems. Existing RCPC wind-chests and pipes are 
being repositioned within the chamber to accommo-
date Second Pres wind-chests and pipes. This work 
should be completed by year-end, forming two divi-
sions, Choir and Swell.  
 

Meanwhile, new Great Organ division wind-chests 
and about 200 new pipes are being manufactured 
in Hagerstown.  
 

2010: The ñGreat Organò division, surrounding the 
chancel, will be installed. Several equivalent ranks  
of digital sounds, produced through speakers, will  
be installed, some in the chancel and some at the 
back of the nave, forming an Antiphonal division.  
When complete, around mid-year, the organ will  
consist of 73 ranks (sets of about 65 notes, each  
set  producing a distinct type of sound)éas com-
pared to only 16 ranks in our old organ; more than  
a four-fold expansion. 
 

Why have we undertaken this huge, disruptive 
and expensive project?  
 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750), the worldôs 
most famous composer of organ music, appended to 
each of his religious scores: òSoli Deo Gloriaò é ñto 
the Glory of God Aloneò, laying the foundation for the  
organôs central role in our reformed worship. Indeed, 
the musical elements of our worship ï congrega-
tional singing, our several choirs, instrumental en-
sembles, majestic organ preludes and postludes and 
other solo works ï all will benefit from the greatly ex-
panded capability and versatility of the ñnewò organ. 
 

With relatively modest maintenance, pipe organs can 
last for more than a century. Thus, this investment in 
the new organ will enhance the  
worship experience of all members 
and visitors for many generations 
to come é and help attract  
new members.  
    
 

                Dennis Fisher  
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