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Adult Sunday School: February 18 - March 24 
The Seekers: Lenten DVD Study 

Savior: What the Bible Says About the Cross 
The cross is the central symbol of the Christian 
faith. But what exactly did Jesus do to save us from 
our sins? Why was the cross necessary, and what 
does it mean for us today? In Savior: What the 
Bible Says About the Cross, Magrey deVega 
faithfully describes the need for reconciliation 
between humankind and a holy God through Jesus’ 
death on the cross. The Bible uses many images to 
understand the meaning of Jesus' death and 
resurrection, and deVega guides us through these 
images to achieve a richer understanding of the 
Christian faith. By exploring the mystery of 
salvation through the cross, we can deepen our 
love for God and others and strengthen our 
commitment to follow Jesus.  
Led by Nancy Ayling & David Dixon | Room 201 

Taste and See — A Lenten Poetry Study 
Journey with us in word and rhythm through the 
Lenten season. We will study Lenten poetry and 
write our own poetry for this time of repentance, 
reflection, renewal, and finally, out of the darkness, 
rejoicing! 

Look on the heart by sorrow broken, 
Look on the tears by sinners shed; 
And be Thy feast to us the token, 
That by Thy grace our souls are fed. 

From Bread of the World, In Mercy Broken by 
Reginald Heber.  
Led by Leigh Sackett | Room 101 
 

Parent is a Verb 
The Parent is a Verb class will continue throughout 
the winter and spring! Led by Leigh Sackett, Wade 
Whitehead, & others | Room 102 

The Bible in Black & White 
For several years, Second Presbyterian Church has 
sponsored conversations and Bible studies called "The 
Bible in Black and White," gathering people of diverse 
racial backgrounds for discussion of the scripture, to 
create opportunities for listening across differences and 
together encountering the Holy Spirit. This year, these 
studies are expanding to include members of Raleigh 
Court Presbyterian Church, 5th Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, and Hill Street Baptist Church. Joining 
members of Second Presbyterian Church and Loudon 

Avenue Christian Church, this study offers opportunity for people from three 
historically black congregations to join with two predominantly white 
congregations to grow in our knowledge of one another and help bridge 
differences in race and story in our city. The pastors of all of the congregations 
will participate in leadership throughout the weeks of the study. Please plan to 
join us for this rich opportunity! 
 

Wednesdays in April at Noon at Second Presbyterian Church 
 

Book: Delivered into Covenant by Walter Brueggemann 



March Birthdays 
1 Sarah Grace McCurdy 
3 Fred Hoffman 
Rachel Miles Kennedy 
Angela Layman 
4 Sophia Danyi 
Barbara Lashley 
5 Tiffani Anne Reynolds 
6 Cathy Crawley 
Wade Whitehead 
7 Anne Moore 
8 Andrew Kessler 
James Mallory 
10 Elle Agee 
Claire Haynie 
Stu Stephenson 
11 Erica Bowes 
12 Joe Austin 
Leigh Ann Hamlin 
Merilene Wani 

13 Nancy Favor 
Hope Hollingsworth 
James Kennedy 
14 Leigh Sackett 
15 Gary Scott 
Hazel Skinner 
Nancy Trussell 
16 Marsha Ellison 
Amy Thisdell 
17 Tom Cundiff 
Mark Currie 
Louise Morris 
Sylvia Mutcheson 
Scot Thomas 
Jack Whitehead 
18 Dick Kepley 
Carson Kessler 
Susan Lindstrom 
Keith McCurdy 

19 David Burtis 
Helen Hertz 
20 Sue Cundiff 
Jo Thomason 
Hugh Wellons 
21 Cormany Beckett 
23 Morgan Mikayla Davis 
Emily Jarrett 
Zachary Swanner 
24 Evan Henny 
Tyler James Poffenberger 
25 Jay Rule Jr. 
26 Wyatt Cundiff 
Debbie Miller 
27 Kaitlin Swanner 
29 Jean Henderson 
30 Maggie Layman 
Tom Mason 
Cindy Schaefer 

31 Charles Favor 
Jeanne Fishwick 
John Fishwick 
Ellie Henriksen 
Holden Hodges 
Paul Keister 
Lena Joy Kessler 
Dane McLamb 
Lucy Naff 

Special 

Birthday 

Wishes: 
Jo Thomason on 

celebrating her 96th 
birthday on March 20. 

Lent & Holy Week Services 
Wednesday Morning Communion in Lent  

Join us in the Chapel during the Lenten season 
each Wednesday morning at 7:00 AM for a time of 
reflection, scripture, music, and eucharist. As we 
walk with Jesus to Jerusalem and his cross, we 
prepare ourselves by coming to him to receive life in 
the bread and in the cup. You are then invited to 
stay after the thirty-minute service for a time of 
fellowship and shared breakfast and coffee. 
Eucharist, Word, Community. Let us learn from 
Jesus what it means to be Fully Human.  

Palm Sunday—March 24 
9:00 AM Worship—Chapel 
10:00 AM Sunday School 

11:00 AM Worship—Sanctuary 
12:30 PM—Congregational Luncheon & Egg Hunt 

Maundy Thursday—March 28 
6:00 PM—Dinner & Worship—Fellowship Hall 

Good Friday—March 29 
3:00 PM—Grandin Road Cross Walk 

7:30 PM—Good Friday Tenebrae Service 
Easter Sunday—March 31 

9:00 AM Worship—Sanctuary 
11:00 AM Worship—Sanctuary 

Doors open at 6:15 PM each Wednesday, and the 
professionally prepared meal is $8/person with $25 
maximum per family. March Menus: 

3/6 - BBQ Chicken on or off bun, Coleslaw, 
Baked Beans, Alt Mushroom BBQ, Fruit/Jello 
3/13 - Stroganoff over Rice, Mixed Greens, 
Homemade Bread, Alt Veggie Stroganoff, 
Dessert Ice Cream bar 
3/20 - Chili w/ Baked Potato, Broccoli, 
Homemade Bread, Alt Veggie Chili, Dessert 
Strawberry Lemonade Cake 
THURSDAY 3/28 - Traditional Seder Dinner w/ 
Matzo Ball Soup 

Fellowship Dinners 

Blessing of the Animals 

In this year of Learning to Be Human again, we 
would be remiss if we did not include a chance to 
celebrate the blessings our pets offer us in our 
lives and to share God's blessing with them. More 
details to come as we near April but save 
Saturday, April 20th at 11:00 AM for our Blessing 
of the Animals Service which will take place 
outside at the church. 

Variety Show 2024 



Opportunity for Generosity: 

Alms for The Presbyterian Community Center 

This Lenten season you are invited to participate in the ancient spiritual practice of 
collecting alms. Throughout Christianity, faithful followers have given to the poor. 
As a Church family, we will collectively practice this by giving to the food pantry at 
the Presbyterian Community Center. Each week there are different items to shop 
for and then bring to Church on Sunday to support the PCC. We bring these items 
each week rather than all at once to get ourselves in the spiritual rhythm of giving 

regularly so that beyond Lent this can be our regular practice. As a family, you can put out a  cardboard box 
in your house labeling it "The Giving Box" and perhaps decorate it together so each week after shopping 
you have a spot where the items are collected and can be remembered to come back to church. This can 
make the practice accessible for disciples of all ages. Here's what we will collect each week for the PCC:  

Week 3 (3/3) - Canned Chicken, Tuna, Salmon 
Week 4 (3/10) - Dessert Mixes and Pudding/Jello, Easter Candy 
Week 5 (3/17) - Assorted Canned Fruit & Spaghetti Sauces  
Week 6 (3/24) - Kroger Gift Cards of $10, $15 or $20 to be given out during Holy Week with Food Orders 
so families can receive an extra Easter Treat of their own choosing. 
 

For the month of March, all of the loose plate offering collected during worship will be donated to the PCC in 
addition to the items collected each week. 

Habitat for Humanity Volunteer Work Days 
This spring RCPC will once again partner with Habitat for Humanity by 
sponsoring two volunteer work days. Habitat for Humanity provides 
affordable mortgages, financial education, and training for families who are 
unable to obtain a home through conventional means. To qualify for a no-
interest 30-year loan from Habitat, candidates are required to complete 

over a year of homeownership classes and sweat equity hours on other properties as well as their own. 
Mortgage payments are used to build future Habitat houses. 
 

Although it is too early to know which specific site or sites we will be working on, the focus of construction 
will be in the City Target Area in SE Roanoke City. Our sponsored work days will be Wednesday, April 24 
and Saturday, April 27. More detailed information and sign-up will be available as we approach these 
dates.  
 

All work days will be 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM and daily groups must be 12 volunteers or less. No experience is 
necessary but all volunteers must be at least 16 years old. Habitat will provide all required tools and safety 
equipment, water, coffee and snacks. Volunteers will need to provide their own lunch and a refillable water 
bottle, work gloves are strongly advised. Dress for the weather and wear sturdy closed-toed shoes like 
hiking boots. 

Palm Sunday Luncheon & Easter Egg Hunt 
On Palm Sunday, March 24, stay after the 11:00 AM service for a luncheon full of favorite Easter fixings. 
Following the luncheon, we will have our annual Easter Egg Hunt on the grounds of the church for ages 
birth through 5th grade. Please bring your Easter Egg basket! 
 

It is with love and honor for their daughter, mom, granddaughter, sister, aunt, and friend, that the Davis 
family dedicates this year's Easter eggs in memory of Lauren Davis. With her resting place within the 
columbarium and her spirit among the angels, we know Lauren will be laughing with joy as the children of 
RCPC race around seeking out Easter Eggs like Lauren did with much excitement, years ago, as a child of 
the church. 



Did you know? On June 5, 1924, the first meeting was held to start a new Presbyterian Church in the 
Raleigh Court section of Roanoke. A mere three months later on September 21 regular services began in 
the “Little White Church” on Grandin Road. On October 5 Raleigh Court Presbyterian Church was officially 
born. Do you want to learn more about the “Little White Church? 
 

Join our church family to celebrate the 100th anniversary of RCPC Pentecost 
weekend, May 17-19. Be sure to make reservations by March 30 for the celebratory 
dinner on Friday, May 17 at 6:00 PM followed by an evening of RCPC in story and 
song. Come on Saturday from 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM for the Centennial Carnival with 
fun activities for children, and self-guided tours of the building while exploring the 
history and happenings of RCPC. 
 

Worship in the style of 1924 will be in the Roberson Chapel at 9:00 AM. At 11:00 AM 
in the Sanctuary, we will celebrate the milestones in our life at RCPC. 
 

The Centennial Committee has made an effort to locate former members, but if you 
know of former members, friends of the church that would like to be a part of the celebration let Molly Koon 
know with contact information at mgkoon48@gmail.com. To the Congregation, we ask that you extend 
your invitation to adult children that are in college or out on their own and include them with your 
reservation. 
 

We look forward to seeing you on May 17-19 to celebrate, make new friends or renew with old friends. If 
you have questions, don’t hesitate to contact any member of the committee, Vickie Haynie, Ed Whitehead, 
Ann Rutherford, Penny Johnson or Bill Johnson. 

Centennial Celebrations May 17—19, 2024 

Youth Lock In 
Friday, March 15, 7:00 PM—7:00 AM is our Spring 
Lock-In. We'll be locked in the church the whole 
night! Friends are welcome. RSVP by March 13. 
Adults are needed to stay the night with Isabella. 
Sign up for a shift from 7:00 PM—1:00 AM or 1:00 
AM—7:00 AM. Let Isabella know if that can be you! 

Thank you again to everyone who 
supported our Chili Luncheon by 

making a crockpot of Chili or by eating 
some! We're grateful for your support. 

Sermon Series: Fully Human 
There are many ways that we try and understand 
our humanity. We look at the stories of human 
history and derive truths about our existence. We 
study biology and social sciences to find out how 
our bodies work and how civilization develops. 
Politics operates from basic assumptions of human 
nature and what responsibility human beings have 
toward each other. But what does it mean to 
understand our humanity as Christian people? How 
do we understand our humanity if we begin with 
God and not with ourselves? This Lent, we will see 
how Jesus, the Fully Human One, redefines history, 
glory, sovereignty, freedom, and service. And we 
might just find our Full Humanity in him. 

March 3: Mark 9:14-20 
March 10: Mark 10:17-30 
March 17: Mark 10:32-44 
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Youth Chili Fundraiser & Super Bowl Party 

Observing Good Friday with Bach’s St. John Passion 
The tradition of Passion readings on Good Friday goes back many, many centuries, and during some 
periods the story was chanted. Little by little, the chanting became more elaborate and different singers 
took the various character parts. By the time of the early Baroque period, composers such as Heinrich 
Schütz composed elaborate compositions with soloists, choruses, and instrumental ensembles. There were 
countless settings of The Passion during the Baroque, but none could prepare us for the two towering 
works of Johann Sebastian Bach, The St. John Passion and The St. Matthew Passion. In these works, 
Bach used every skill he had as a composer to illuminate the text.  
 

The work begins with one of Bach’s finest choruses and, indeed, one of the great beginnings in all of 
music. Immediately we are transported to another world, teaming with profound and complex emotions. 
The epic scope of the entire work is also indicated right from the beginning. And the theological theme is 
also stated right up front: “Lord, show us by your Passion that you triumph even in deepest humiliation.” On 
the words “grössten Niedrigkeit” (“deepest humiliation”) the voices go to the lowest notes, then build up 
again with the words “verherrlicht worden bist” (“you are glorified”).  
 

Our Good Friday Tenebrae service will feature this opening chorus from the St. John Passion as well as 
the chorales throughout the reading of the passion narrative. We are thrilled to welcome a guest chamber 
orchestra for this presentation as we observe Good Friday with the 300

th
 anniversary of this monumental 

testament of music and faith. If you are interested in listening to a full presentation of the St. John Passion, 
I recommend the production recorded by the Netherland Bach Society found on YouTube and other music 
streaming services. 
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Connect with RCPC Online 
rcpres.org 
Facebook.com/rcpres 
Instagram.com/rcpcroanoke 
youtube.com/rcpres 
Each Sunday’s Sermon is available on the 
RCPC Podcast. Scan the QR Code to Listen Today! 

The Rev. Andrew C. Whaley  Pastor and Head of Staff 
 

The Rev. Isabella Fagiani Associate Pastor 
 

Leigh Sackett Director of Christian Education 
 

The Rev David Dixon, MD Minister of Care 
 

Dillon J. Swanson Director of Music Ministries 
 

Betsy Prillaman Preschool Director 

The Raleigh Court Herald is a monthly publication of  
Raleigh Court Presbyterian Church 

1837 Grandin Rd. Roanoke VA 24015  
540 343-5541 

 

Weekly Worship Schedule 
Sunday Worship Services: 

9:00 AM - Chapel, Nursery Available 
10:00 AM - Sunday School 

11:00 AM - Sanctuary, Nursery Available, Livestream (Facebook & YouTube) 


